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CANNABIS SMOKING IMPLEMENTS 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.39 am]: My grievance is to Dr Graham Jacobs, the Minister for Mental 
Health. I am concerned that marijuana smoking implements generally referred to as bongs or pipes are sold 
openly at weekend markets and by some newsagencies and specialty stores. As members may know, a water 
pipe or a bong is a device used for smoking cannabis or marijuana in which smoke is bubbled through a chamber 
containing water. Water pipes operate on a similar principle to the classic Arabic hookah, which was originally 
designed for smoking tobacco and other flavoured smoke-producing materials.  

Recently while shopping with my wife and five-year-old son, I was disturbed to see bongs being offered for sale 
at the centre�s newsagency. These implements were openly displayed in a glass cabinet at this store, and I 
understand that the scenario is quite common in many other major shopping centres. I am concerned that as a 
society we are putting temptation in the way of children and young adults who may see the use of bongs and 
pipes as cool without knowing the harm that cannabis can do to their brain. Certainly, the open display of these 
implements sends all the wrong messages to impressionable young people. In essence, it implies that there is 
nothing harmful about marijuana after all, and if the local newsagencies can openly display and sell the bongs 
that it must be okay. This is for from the truth. A health report on cannabis in The West Australian of 25 March 
2009 reads �  

� a hard core of 150,000 West Australians who continue to smoke it, ignoring growing evidence of the 
damage to the brain and lungs and risking becoming a burden to the State�s overstressed health system. 

In the same report Dr Paul Skerritt, psychiatrist and AMA psychiatry spokesman, said that the overwhelming 
body of medical evidence shows that cannabis is harmful to the individual and the community. He also said � 

We are in a situation where the actual incidence of schizophrenia is increasing for the first time in 
history and that is undoubtedly because of the influence of cannabis and amphetamines. 

Associate Professor Dan Lubman from the University of Melbourne believes there is evidence that people who 
start abusing cannabis before the age of 17 are more vulnerable to cognitive impairments, particularly problems 
with memory and learning, and have smaller brains.  

I believe that it is high time we viewed cannabis as the harmful substance that it is and did something about it. In 
the past few years much has been done to limit the appeal of cigarettes to young people and first-time users. It is 
time we took similar action with regard to cannabis, and part of that, surely, would be to remove smoking 
implements from view. In fact, I cannot understand why it is even legal to display and sell these smoking 
implements when the law provides a $100 fine for the possession of a smoking implement with detectable traces 
of cannabis. Whatever the loophole that allows this practice to continue, it should be closed. In the interests of 
young Western Australians, I call upon the Minister for Mental Health to review the situation and amend the 
legislation to prevent marijuana implements being displayed and sold in retail stores.  

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Mental Health) [9.42 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo for his 
concern, which is shared by me and this government. During the election campaign the Liberal Party made a 
commitment on four very strong enforcement issues. The first was to criminalise cannabis possession and 
cultivation, the second was to crack down on drug dealers and the third was to protect children from 
endangerment. It was very telling to hear the member for Wanneroo talk about smoking implements and 
paraphernalia being obviously in full view of a child in his family. The fourth was banning the display and sale 
of drug-user paraphernalia. This government is committed to implementing these initiatives. We intend to repeal 
the Cannabis Control Act 2003. Of course, in conjunction with that, we must have something to replace it. We 
believe that we need to put the criminalisation aspects of cannabis possession and cultivation and the display and 
sale of paraphernalia where they should be, and that is in the Misuse of Drugs Act. 

Cabinet approved the drafting of this legislation in December 2008. The repeal of this act will reinstate primary 
responsibility for cannabis cautioning and cannabis criminalisation under the Misuse of Drugs Act. An 
interagency working group has been convened to progress the implementation of the government�s election 
platform on drugs. It includes representatives on policy from the Department of Corrective Services, the 
Department of the Attorney General and the Drug and Alcohol Office, and I am working very closely with the 
Minister for Police on the synchronisation of the repeal and reintroduction of the Misuse of Drugs Act. 

It is important to reiterate why we should do this. The member for Wanneroo has elucidated some of the points, 
but I would like to make a couple of points on why it is so important that we should do this. In 2006, a report 
called �Where there�s smoke ��, which was produced by the Mental Health Council of Australia�I am 
concerned with it as the Minister for Mental Health�found strong association, as the member for Wanneroo has 
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elucidated, between mental illness and cannabis abuse. The member for Southern River, in his address yesterday, 
also gave some telling statistics on the association between cannabis and mental illness. In particular, regular use 
of cannabis increases the risk of mental illness, such as schizophrenia. From my knowledge as a medical 
practitioner, there was an association with a group of patients who were using cannabis chronically and the 
advent of schizophrenia in relatively young people. A telling statistic is that people younger than 15 years of age 
who start smoking cannabis on a regular basis have a one in five incidence of developing schizophrenia later in 
life, which is pretty scary.  

The Labor Party�s soft cannabis laws and cannabis infringement notices saw more than half the notices being 
referred to the Fines Enforcement Registry. Over three years the list grew and grew, and there is now a long list 
of the lack of follow-up of people who have infringed, which does not help in any rehabilitation from this habit. 
Another telling statistic comes from the Australian Institute of Criminology in 2006. It shows that at the East 
Perth lockup 86 per cent of female and 75 per cent of male detainees tested positive to a drug, and 65 per cent of 
those detainees charged with aggravated assault tested positive for cannabis.  

We are committed to reinstating one-time cautioning, which will involve a one-to-one education session with a 
person trained in drugs and alcohol matters, and to counselling and producing behavioural change by education 
and by informing people of some of the consequences that I have just related. Subsequent possession will be 
prosecuted. The new limit for possession will be 10 grams and/or possession of a smoking implement. There will 
be a first time cannabis intervention session. As I have said, there will be subsequent prosecution. Cannabis 
cultivation will be an offence and prosecuted. The display and sale of cannabis paraphernalia will be banned 
under the new legislation. We are committed to criminalising cannabis possession, to reducing the effects in the 
community. I thank the member for his grievance.  
 


